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Worldview Tensions in Nursing Worldview Tensions in Nursing A call to care 

requires that nurses be available to patients every time they need them. In 

this regard, nurses are obligated to render their services without 

discrimination. The personal worldviews have an impact on the way nursing 

services are rendered (Shelly & Miller, 2009). Differences in worldview 

between people working to achieve similar end can bring tensions and may 

be disastrous. Some of the tensions that may arise in a diverse health care 

setting include observance of holy days such as Sabbath and treatment 

preferences based on religion. 

Christians are required to work for six days and rest on the seventh. The 

seventh day is meant for worship. However, patients still need services on 

those days. Thus, hospital administrators may call upon nurses to provide 

services on Sabbath. Such a move is beneficial to the patients but disregards

the worldview of the nurses in regards to worship. Tensions may arise since 

Christian nurses would prefer to rest on Sabbath, Muslims on Friday and thus

administrators may take actions such as the demotion or other actions 

targeted at punishing the nurses. 

Another cause of tension is when patients refuse treatment in critical 

situations. There are instances where religion or culture has been cited to 

justify the refusal of treatment. Such scenarios may include minors or 

critically ill patients. In such instances, there arises tension since health 

workers may opt to save the lives by going against the worldviews of the 

patients and their relatives. The actions of nurses would be in line with the 

beneficence principle, and the Christian worldview (Shelly & Miller, 2009). 

However, such moves would contradict the beliefs of patients in one way or 

the other. 
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