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Running Head: Questions Narrative Elements: Answers to Questions of I. 

Distinguishing Plot and Story: 

Nodelman and Remier (2003) has provided a creative and convincing 

address to the distinction between story and plot. Previously, writers did not 

really consider story and plot as different from each other but with the 

increased awareness and investigation underway regarding literature has 

found out that story and plot are different in many terms (Nodelman & 

Reimer, 2003). 

First and foremost, story should be considered as a set of event which is 

arranged in chronological manner. This means that a story has a long course 

of events that take one after another. On the other hand, plot is basically an 

ordered narration of the story but there is no chronological manner present 

in it (Nodelman & Reimer, 2003). 

The reason behind setting up a plot is to make the audiences and readers 

curious about the questions that are not-elaborated. This may also increase 

the excitement of the reader with the story. This is also regarded as 

suspense because the answers are provided in a surprising manner with the 

story (Genette, 1983). 

Distinguishing factors of plot and story are also interrelated with discourse 

and story. In easier terms, plot and discourse are considered as similar but 

there is a slight difference between them. Discourse is mainly a sequence of 

a conversation revealing significant knowledge. It is also referred to debated 

account during a story or plot depiction. Discourse allows reporting of the 

reason behind events in the story (Nodelman & Reimer, 2003). 

II. Images Impact on the Pace of Narrative: 

Painter (2007) has written an in-depth account regarding the role of images 
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in children’s picture books to slow down the pace of narratives. Picture books

have limited text as images present in the book also convey the message 

(meaning) of the story. Dialogues are given much importance in the picture 

books so that children can think of the scenic projections (Painter, 2007). 

Images are set up along with dialogues in a variable manner which provides 

a base to narrative pace. These dialogues and visuals are depicted in a 

gradually to align variation (Painter, 2007). 

Sometimes there would also be a number of repetitions made to put stress 

on a particular action. The repetition of dialogues and images allows 

narration to become fast paced when more than one dialogue are aligned 

with the images (Kress & Leeuwen, 2006). 

It should also be noted that the visual narration can be distributed depending

upon the alignment with the images. However, there is no investigation 

found out to back up the aspect of distribution of visual narration (Kress & 

Leeuwen, 2006). 

When the pace of narration is speeded up then many events can be shown 

to introduce sequences which may not be very important to the stories. 

Speedy and repetitive dialogues along with the images allows the author to 

summarize what has already been told in the story and then taking it to the 

next important sequence. The speeding or slowing process of narration in 

the story allows the readers to imagine the next sequences of the story 

(Painter, 2007). 
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