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Philosophy Free Will Unit4 DB I think genetics play a larger role in shaping 

the human personality and behavioral traits. The variation in behavioral 

traits throughout the population is partly due to genes. The pervasive role of 

genes in behavior mean that genes can play a extremely vital role in the 

bodys physiology and development, and the behavior manifests itself 

through the body as well as acting in response to and upon the environment 

surrounding. Therefore by inheriting genes, we don’t inherit traits in a fixed 

sense. The effect of the set of genes we possess on our behavior is fully 

dependent on the context of our life as it gradually unfolds itself (Baker, 

2004). 

My argument is empiricist. It is supported by some evidence including 

Psychiatric illness like Schizophrena whose findings after studies suggest a 

remarkably high degree of influence of genetics, mostly evidence that is 

additive with no shared influence of the environment. Mental ability, where 

the IQ is only governed by the environment at an early age, but genetic 

influence increases gradually while the effects of the shared environment 

drop to zero. Social attitudes, where studies reveal that environmental 

influence on conservatism is only up to the age 19 after which genetic 

influences takes change (Bouchard & Thomas, 2004). 

My argument is based on findings from different researches taken by 

different institutions and which focuses on different areas. I have also 

provided supporting evidence of those findings. Therefore, my conclusion is 

that genetics affect the human personality and physiology more than the 

environment does and given that this argument is empiricist the freedom to 

choose among the two is restricted to a single option being genetics. 
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